Prayer Service of Support for 
the 2013 LCWR Assembly 
which will take place on August 13-17 in Orlando, Florida
in solidarity with LCWR and Catholic Sisters
and with Our Brother, Archbishop Carlo Maria Viganò
and the Apostolic Nunciature
Reflection by Betty Thompson of Solidarity with Sisters

[The reflection is provided in two versions – as straight text, and then a second version marked-up by the presenter to make it easier for her to read effectively.  Here is the straight text:]

Both of the readings today are about huge shifts. Like the movement of tectonic plates, these shifts shake the foundations on which people have stood. They require people to stand on new ground. The shifts push people to live out a new identity that is God’s gift to them, God’s challenge to them, and God’s hope for them. 

In the first reading, Moses, the great leader, the great prophet, passes leadership of the Israelites to Joshua – a huge shift in itself. Joshua, in a further shift, will lead the people into longed-for but unfamiliar territory, the land of God’s promise. 

In the second reading, the disciples are in prayer when “the room where they were gathered shook.” They are “filled with the Holy Spirit.”  Their shift is not in miles but in Spirit. They find that they can “speak the word of God with boldness.” They are transformed into a community “of one heart and one mind.” 

In this past year, we too have experienced huge shifts. 

Like the Israelites – like the disciples – our experience of shifts has challenged us to live out a new identity. 

A year ago, after the CDF mandate, I felt myself shift from anger to confusion as I watched LCWR. Why didn’t they speak out to defend themselves? Why didn’t they lead frustrated Catholics in protest? Instead, LCWR led its sisters to prayer. This seemed radical!  Almost un-American! They quietly turned to each other to discern the path God wants them to take, while they continued their ministries to people in need. 

I felt myself shift in discomfort as meetings began between LCWR and the bishop-delegates. We saw LCWR turn to the three appointed bishops with desire for genuine dialogue, even as they knew (in the words of Sister Laurie Brink in 2007) that “real dialogue doesn’t have winners or losers; it’s a way that we both get stretched.” 

I slowly shifted again as I realized that the bishops, too, were not sending messages from public pulpits but were themselves quietly turning to LCWR. 

A huge shift for me was when I read Sister Pat Farrell’s address to last year’s LCWR Assembly, in August 2012.  She spoke explicitly about “navigating the shifts.” The part that challenged me most, was also the part that was most helpful for me in understanding LCWR’s response to the mandate. 

I want to read you the whole section in Sister Pat’s words: 

… [M]assive paradigm shift… invites the inner strength of a non-violent response. Jesus is our model in this. His radical inclusivity incited serious consequences. He was violently rejected as a threat to the established order. Yet he defined no one as enemy, and loved those who persecuted him. Even in the apparent defeat of crucifixion, Jesus was no victim. He stood before Pilate declaring his power to lay down his life, not to have it taken from him.

What, then, does non-violence look like for us? It is certainly not the passivity of the victim. It entails resisting rather than colluding with abusive power. It does mean, however, accepting suffering rather than passing it on.  It refuses to shame, blame, threaten or demonize. In fact, non-violence requires that we befriend our own darkness and brokenness rather than projecting it onto another.  This, in turn, connects us with our fundamental oneness with each other, even in conflict.  ….

Non-violence is creative. It refuses to accept ultimatums and dead-end definitions without imaginative attempts to reframe them. When needed, I trust we will name and resist harmful behavior, without retaliation.  …We can absorb a certain degree of negativity without drama or fanfare, choosing not to escalate or lash out in return.  My hope is that at least some measure of violence can stop with us.
Here I offer the image of a lightning rod. Lightning, the electrical charge generated by the clash of cold and warm air, is potentially destructive to whatever it strikes. A lightning rod draws the charge to itself, channels and grounds it, providing protection. A lightning rod doesn’t hold onto the destructive energy but allows it to flow into the earth to be transformed.  ….

Returning to my own words:

This transformation is the paschal mystery. 

The readiness to take part in this transformation is what defines us as Christians.

As I continue to follow LCWR’s example, God is transforming my shifts. The negative energy with which I began, last April, is blossoming into something new – a gift and a challenge, a renewed baptismal identity. 

Beyond the example of LCWR, our church has given us an enormous shift this year. Pope Francis is pushing us all, every one, to shift! He’s not uprooting the old – in fact, he’s doing just what Sister Pat Farrell did in what I read before. Pope Francis is urging everyone to return to our beginnings, to Jesus, and to solidarity with people who are poor and on the margins. 

On June 5th, Pope Francis spoke of the Sadducees who present to Jesus the difficult case of a woman who is the widow of seven men. “The Sadducees were talking about this woman as if she were a laboratory, all aseptic - hers was an [abstract] moral [problem]…. I do not like it when people speak about tough situations in an academic and not a human manner, sometimes with statistics ... and that’s it…. They must come into my heart, they must be a [cause of] restlessness for me: my brother is suffering, my sister suffers. Here [is] the mystery of the communion of saints: … that our flesh pray. Not with ideas. Praying with the heart.”
Pope Francis has shifted my heart. LCWR has shifted my heart. 

May all the People of God shift.

May we absorb negative energies and transform them into peace and hope, especially for those on the margins.

And may I remember to be grateful that in the challenges of the shifts – that’s where I find the gifts. That’s where I find the new identity to which God is calling me.

Reflection by Betty Thompson of Solidarity with Sisters – 

marked up by the presenter to help her speak the words effectively

[Read at a pace that’s slow enough, and irregular enough, and expressive enough, to enable focus on the words, particularly the long quotes. Bold font suggests words to emphasize.]

Both of the readings today are about huge shifts. Like the movement of tectonic plates, these shifts shake the foundations on which people have stood. They require people to stand on new ground. The shifts push people to live out a new identity – an identity that is God’s gift to them, God’s challenge to them, and God’s hope for them. 

In the first reading, Moses, the great leader, the great prophet, passes leadership of the Israelites to Joshua – a huge shift in itself. Joshua, in a further shift, will lead the people into longed-for but unfamiliar territory, the land of God’s promise. 

In the second reading, the disciples are in prayer when “the room where they were gathered shook.” They are “filled with the Holy Spirit.”  Their shift is not in miles but in Spirit. They find that now they can  “speak the word of God with boldness.” They are transformed into a community -- “of one heart and one mind.” 

In this past year, we too have experienced huge shifts. 

Like the Israelites – like the disciples – our experience of shifts has challenged us to live out a new identity. 

A year ago, after the CDF mandate, I felt myself shift from anger to confusion as I watched LCWR. Why didn’t they speak out to defend themselves? Why didn’t they lead frustrated Catholics in protest? Instead, LCWR led its sisters to prayer. This seemed radical!  Not what we usually do in the United States! They quietly turned to each other to discern the path God wants them to take, while they continued their ministries to people in need. 

I felt myself shift in discomfort as meetings began between LCWR and the bishop-delegates. We saw LCWR turn to the three appointed bishops with desire for genuine dialogue, even as they knew (in the words of Sister Laurie Brink in 2007) that “real dialogue doesn’t have winners or losers; it’s a way that we both get stretched.” 

I slowly shifted again as I realized that the bishops, too, were not sending messages from public pulpits but were themselves quietly turning to LCWR. 

A huge shift for me was when I read Sister Pat Farrell’s address to last year’s LCWR Assembly, in August 2012.  She spoke clearly about “navigating the shifts.” She named six ways to “navigate the shifts” – and we immediately organized our website to offer resources in each area. The part that challenged me most, was also the part that was most helpful for me in understanding LCWR’s response to the mandate. 

I want to read you the whole section in Sister Pat’s words: 
… [M]assive paradigm shift… invites the inner strength of a non-violent response. 
Jesus is our model in this. His radical inclusivity incited serious consequences. He was violently rejected as a threat to the established order. 

Yet he defined NO ONE as enemy – -- he loved those who persecuted him. 

Even in the apparent defeat of crucifixion, Jesus was no victim. He stood before Pilate declaring his power to lay down his life, not to have it taken from him.


What, then, does non-violence look like for us? 

It is certainly not the passivity of the victim. It entails resisting   -- rather than colluding with --     abusive power. It does mean, however, ACCEPTING SUFFERING RATHER THAN PASSING IT ON 

-- accepting suffering rather than passing it on.   [repeated  for emphasis]
It refuses to shame --  blame --  threaten -- or demonize. 
In fact, non-violence requires that we befriend our own darkness and brokenness rather than projecting it onto another. 

This, in turn, connects us with our fundamental ONENESS WITH EACH OTHER,   

our oneness with each other EVEN IN CONFLICT.    [very brief pause]
Non-violence is creative. It refuses to accept ultimatums and dead-end definitions without imaginative attempts to reframe them. When needed, I trust we will name and resist harmful behavior, without retaliation. 

WE CAN ABSORB A CERTAIN DEGREE OF NEGATIVITY, WITHOUT DRAMA OR FANFARE,

choosing not to escalate or lash out in return.  
My hope is that at least some measure of violence can STOP with US.

Here I offer the image of a lightning rod. Lightning, the electrical charge generated by the clash of cold and warm air, is potentially destructive to whatever it strikes. A lightning rod draws the charge to itself -- channels it – and grounds it, providing protection. A lightning rod doesn’t hold onto the destructive energy 
but allows it to flow into the earth      to be transformed.    [brief pause]
Returning to my own words:

THIS TRANSFORMATION IS THE PASCHAL MYSTERY. 

The readiness to take part in this transformation is what defines us as Christians.

As I have followed LCWR’s example during this past year, God is transforming my shifts. The negative energy with which I began, last April, is blossoming into something new – a gift and a challenge, a renewed baptismal identity.   [very brief pause]
Beyond the example of LCWR, our church has given us an enormous shift this year. Pope Francis is pushing us all, every one of us, to shift! He’s not uprooting the old – in fact, he’s doing just what Sister Pat Farrell did in what I read before. Pope Francis is urging everyone to return to our beginnings, to Jesus, and to solidarity with people who are poor and on the margins. 

On June 5th, Pope Francis spoke of the Sadducees who present to Jesus the difficult case of a woman who is the widow of seven men. “The Sadducees were talking about this woman as if she were a laboratory, all aseptic - hers was an [abstract] moral [problem]…. I do not like it when people speak about tough situations in an academic and not a human manner -- sometimes with statistics and that’s it…. They must come into my heart, they must be a [cause of] restlessness for me: my brother is suffering, my sister suffers. Here [is] the mystery of the communion of saints: … that our flesh pray. Not with ideas. Praying with the heart.”
Pope Francis has shifted my heart. LCWR has shifted my heart. 

May all the People of God shift.

May we absorb negative energies and transform them    into peace and hope, especially for those on the margins.

And may I remember to be grateful that in the challenges of the shifts – that’s where I find the gifts. That’s where I find the new identity to which God is calling me.
[Brief pause; then introduce Archbishop Viganò. Mention my gratitude for his personal openness and graciousness, and my appreciation for him and his staff and what they do. Mention my guess that the work of the Nunciature may often involve the complex and important work that Sister Pat spoke of in saying, “Non-violence is creative. It refuses to accept ultimatums and dead-end definitions without imaginative attempts to reframe them.”]
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