Solidarity with Sisters Communal Prayer for Sunday, July 19, 2020
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Lord, you are good and forgiving.

TECHNICAL CHECK-IN     (Betty)
I’m Betty Thompson and I welcome you here on behalf of Solidarity with Sisters.
· We sent the files of readings, responses, and lyrics. 
· Camera:  turn on if you want.  Gallery view option.
· Mute/Unmute:  know how?  Needed even during singing.
· I will now mute everybody.  Unmute to speak.
Now let’s put technical things aside. 
WELCOME     (Betty)
Welcome, everyone!
· Introductions – people who haven’t been here before?
· Thanks to Stu amd Joan for preparing today’s communal prayer. 
· Thanks to Stu and Reggie for leading us in music. 
· Thanks to readers today are Kevin and Sylvia Lynch, Stu, Joan, Betty, Suzy, and Jim.
SETTLING IN    (Betty)
Let’s move from getting here to being here.  Settle into a comfortable position.  Feel if there is any tightness in your body and let your muscles loosen.  Notice your breath as it goes in and out.  As you exhale, let tensions leave you.  As you inhale, feel God’s love flowing into you.  And now let’s take 3 deep breaths.  One to be here… one to be together….and one to create space for how God will lead us today. 
Now Stu Sklamm will lead us into our celebration with the hymn, “Seed, Scattered, and Sown.” Verses 1 and 2.
OPENING     (Stu )


“Seed, Scattered, and Sown.”
REFRAIN

Seed scattered and sown, wheat, gathered and grown,

Bread, broken and shared as one, the Living Bread of God.

Vine, fruit of the land, wine, work of our hands, 

One cup that is shared by all; the Living Cup, the Living Bread of God.

Verse 1

Is not the bread we break a sharing in our Lord?

Is not the cup we bless the blood of Christ outpoured?     REFRAIN

Verse 2

The seed which falls on rock will wither and will die.

The seed within good ground will flower and have life.     REFRAIN

GREETING     (Suzie)
Sisters and brothers, rejoice!  The Spirit of Christ is among us!  Alleluia!  
All:  And all God’s people reply:  Amen!  Alleluia!  
CALL TO WORSHIP     (Suzie)
We come together today because it is with each other that we experience ourselves as the people of God and the body of Christ.  We gather to remember that God is in love with us.  Jesus promises us that wherever two or three are gathered in his name, Jesus himself is right here in the midst of us.  In this extraordinary time we are called to Pentecost clarity and action. We are called to make God’s Gospel visible in more ways and in more places. We are here together this morning to say yes to this call, and to find light for our next step.  And now let us pray.
GATHERING PRAYER    (Suzie)
O God who creates and who gives breath,
be with us now as we come to you
with the great longings of our world 
and of our selves. 
We come together
trusting that the Spirit will be at work in us.
Help us to let go and to let come.
Help us to live the questions
and to move with you, in you, and toward you,
ever open to what is waiting to be born in us. 
Amen.

INTRODUCTION TO THEME     (Joan)
PS 96:5
You, O LORD, are good and forgiving, abounding in kindness to all who call upon you.

In our first reading today from the book of Wisdom, we hear that God, though powerful, judges with leniency.  Having taught His people by deeds, His people are expected to be kind to one another. 
In the second reading from Romans, w are reminded that though God knows what is in our hearts, the Spirit will help us express our prayers and intercede for us.
Matthew’s Gospel, in the third reading today, in three parables, tells us that we are to be the good seed from which God’s Kingdom will continue to grow, the yeast that will enable the Kingdom to flourish, and the branches where all can be supported. 
After each reading, we will offer questions before we pause for silent reflection.  Don’t feel you have to answer all questions.  To stay with only one of them might lead you into a deeper place.”
Now KEVIN will read from the book of WISDOM; and JIM will offer questions for our reflection.
FIRST READING:    (Kevin)




 wisdom 12:13, 16-19
There is no god besides you who have the care of all,
that you need show you have not unjustly condemned.
For your might is the source of justice;
your mastery over all things makes you lenient to all.
For you show your might when the perfection of your power is disbelieved;
and in those who know you, you rebuke temerity.
But though you are master of might, you judge with clemency,
and with much lenience you govern us;
for power, whenever you will, attends you.
And you taught your people, by these deeds,
that those who are just must be kind;
and you gave your children good ground for hope
that you would permit repentance for their sins.

                                                                 http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/071920.cfm
REFLECTION QUESTIONS     (Jim)
How have you experienced leniency in your relationships with God and others?
How have you accepted repentance offered by others and extended forgiveness as Jesus does?
SILENCE  (Sound a chime after 2 minutes.)     (Betty)
Now Joan will read from the Book of ROMANS.  Jim will offer the reflection question followed by 2 minute of silence.
SECOND READING    (Joan) 





Romans 8:26-27
The Spirit too comes to help us in our weakness. For when we cannot choose words in order to pray properly, the Spirit himself expresses our plea in a way that could never be put into words,

and God who knows everything in our hearts knows perfectly well what he means, 
and that the pleas of the saints expressed by the Spirit are according to the mind of God.

                                                http://www.seraphim.my/bible/jb/JB-NT06%20ROMANS.htm
REFLECTION QUESTION     (Jim)
How have you experienced the power of the Spirit in sharing your thoughts and prayers with God?
When do you find it hard to pray?
SILENCE    (Sound a chime after 2 minutes.)     (Betty)
Now Sylvia will read from the Gospel of Matthew, Chapter 13, verses 24-30.  Note: Darnel is a weed that looks very much like wheat.  Jim will read the reflection question followed by 2 minutes of silence.

GOSPEL     (Sylvia)





 

Matthew 13:24-30
Jesus put another parable before them, 'The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field.

While everybody was asleep his enemy came, sowed darnel all among the wheat, and made off.

When the new wheat sprouted and ripened, the darnel appeared as well.

The owner's servants went to him and said, "Sir, was it not good seed that you sowed in your field?  If so, where does the darnel come from?"
"Some enemy has done this" he answered. And the servants said, "Do you want us to go and weed it out?"
But he said, "No, because when you weed out the darnel you might pull up the wheat with it.

Let them both grow till the harvest; and at harvest time I shall say to the reapers: First collect the darnel and tie it in bundles to be burnt, then gather the wheat into my barn."'

He put another parable before them, 'The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed which a man took and sowed in his field.

It is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the biggest shrub of all and becomes a tree so that the birds of the air come and shelter in its branches.'

He told them another parable, 'The kingdom of heaven is like the yeast a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour till it was leavened all through'.

In all this Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables; indeed, he would never speak to them except in parables.

This was to fulfill the prophecy: I will speak to you in parables and expound things hidden since the foundation of the world.
Then, leaving the crowds, he went to the house; and his disciples came to him and said, 'Explain the parable about the darnel in the field to us'.

He said in reply, 'The sower of the good seed is the Son of Man.

The field is the world; the good seed is the subjects of the kingdom; the darnel, the subjects of the evil one; the enemy who sowed them, the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; the reapers are the angels.

Well then, just as the darnel is gathered up and burnt in the fire, so it will be at the end of time.

The Son of Man will send his angels and they will gather out of his kingdom all things that provoke offences and all who do evil, and throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.

Then the virtuous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.[*c] Listen, anyone who has ears!
                                                                       http://www.seraphim.my/bible/jb/JB-NT01%20MATTHEW.htm
REFLECTION QUESTION     (Jim)
In what way have you experienced instances in your life that reflect the meaning of the parable of the wheat and darnel, the parable of the mustard seed, and/or the parable of the baker’s yeast?
SILENCE    (Sound a chime after 2 minutes.)     (Betty)

Now Stu will read a reflection (edited) on today’s Gospel by Ruth Fehlker,* a member of Catholic Women Preach.

REFLECTION    (Stu)
A reflection (edited) on the Gospel according to Matthew 13:24-30
…to me this gospel is all about growth in its different dimensions. … I tend to be … impatient with my own growth, and sometimes with that of others and the world in general. … Growth is something that to me seems only visible in hindsight. Growth consists mainly of hope, and thus is imbued with uncertainty.

Jesus talks about the kingdom of heaven and he gives three parables – images that describe what the kingdom of heaven is like, or rather how it will come to be. And they all have to do with growth. That means the kingdom is not something that is suddenly there, fully formed and all-encompassing, but that it is emerging, still growing, slowly becoming.

The first parable, that of the grain and weeds, at first sounds like it is threatening judgment day. … But God knows we humans are almost never wholly one thing. We have within us both: the potential to bear fruit and the potential to waste our energy and talents. …That means this parable is a promise: God will wait for things to grow and bear fruit, in us and in the world. Judgment is wholly up to him, and he will never risk what is good and precious about us in order to throw out what is bad.
In the second parable the image for the kingdom of heaven is the mustard seed, …And like this mustard seed, the kingdom of heaven starts out small, almost invisible. It is not something created by the great and powerful; it grows tall and draws people to it, because they can feel God’s love.

The third brief parable uses yeast as the image. … It only takes a tiny bit of yeast, some work and some time to transform the whole thing. In today’s terms: if we manage to start somewhere, acting as if the kingdom of God is already here, the ripple effect will begin to change the world, will bring it together and create something wonderful and nourishing….

As Christians it is our firm belief that all that is happening has a goal, a destination. We, and the world, are going somewhere, somewhere good. We live and work towards the kingdom of heaven. That’s what we trust in when we follow Christ, when we follow the good news that God is love and the hope that love will win in the end, that the kingdom of heaven is growing in us and in our world.

… these days I find that hope sometimes hard to hold on to. There is so much bitter injustice among us, …
We all tend to find ways to mitigate and ignore the basic uncertainties of life that we are confronted with.

And even though I find it hard to come to terms with that uncertainty, I also see those who help each other in the face of a devastating pandemic. I see those who protest against systems of racism and oppression, because they believe we can do better. I see people working against climate change who want to secure a hope for the future. I see survivors of abuse finding the courage to speak out, and others who support them. I see people looking for ways to help those trying to cross the Mediterranean sea and those in refugee camps.

And so I cling to this unlikely hope: the hope that many small people in many small places who take many small steps will eventually change the face of the earth.

God … waits for us to grow, as a person, as a community, as a world. He waits for us to learn to trust that love will get us there.

*Ruth Fehlker holds a master’s degree in Catholic theology from the University of Munster in Germany and certificates in pastoral psychology and pastoral theology.  She works as a pastoral worker in the parish of St. Lamberti in Coesfeld, Germany, and has been part of the network of Catholic Women Speak since 2015. Ms. Fehlker regularly leads liturgies of the word, preaches during Mass, and also leads funerals.
                                                                         https://www.catholicwomenpreach.org/preaching/07192020
REFLECTION QUESTIONS    (Jim)
How have you been able to control the “weeds” and maintain hope during the current pandemic?
How has “yeast” fostered growth in you and/or your community during this pandemic?

SILENCE  (Sound a chime after 2 minutes.)   (Betty)
SHARING    (Suzie)
We invite you to briefly share what emerged in your heart this morning as you listened and as you reflected on these readings.  Everyone’s individual reflections help us to glimpse the many ways God is among us. 
If you would like to speak, you will need to unmute yourself on your phone or in Zoom.  After you speak, please mute yourself again.  If more than one person speaks at once, one will go first and the other will speak after that. 
Who would like to begin our sharing?
 (Sharing)
Thank you.  
Now Kevin will lead us in prayer.  
INTENTIONS    (Kevin)
We have heard today of our loving, forgiving God, a God of justice and kindness who exhorts us to imitate His kindness in our world.  Now let us pray for ourselves and others and for the good of the world.  Our response will be:  Loving God, hear our prayer.
God of Love, help us to strengthen, cooperate, and celebrate one another’s gifts so that together we can grow the Kingdom of God among us. For this we pray.  

God of Justice, assist our country’s leaders with counsel, fortitude, and unselfish courage to choose righteousness, justice, and compassion for all; give us wisdom as we elect our leaders. For this we pray. 

God of Love, pour your power into Catholic sisters and the Leadership Conference of Women Religious in their work and in their communities as they face the challenges that confront them with prayer, courage, commitment, and openness, hearing the still, small voice leading them to an emerging future, and trusting in that future, knowing that You will lead them where in You want them to be.  For this we pray.

God of Love, empower our scientists, researchers, and doctors with fortitude, knowledge, wisdom, and integrity to persevere in the search for effective Covid-19 treatments and vaccines.  For this we pray.

God All-Powerful, watch over and protect from all illness and harm our doctors, nurses, emergency medical personnel, all health care workers, and their families.  For this we pray.

God of Justice, grant our elected representatives the wisdom and skill to enact just and merciful immigration reforms so that hospitality and access to our country may be offered equally to people of all colors, races, and nations.
Loving and Forgiving God, abide with us and watch over those we love.  Help us to care responsibly for the beautiful world in which we live.  For this we pray.
(Betty)  

Now let’s remember the feelings and prayers that arose in us as we shared reflections, and also the prayers we carry with us.  [Pause.]  
Now, for what else shall we pray?  Please unmute yourself as you speak.  Please end your petition with “for this we pray.” 
 (People speak.)
Thank you.
We place all of our prayers, those spoken and those unspoken, into your loving care, and we entrust the outcome to you.  As we do, we use the words of Sister Sharlet Wagner.  We thank you, God, that “It is not ours to see the future.  Our task is not to create a plan for the new to emerge.  It is to create a space for the new to emerge.  For the young.  For the growing diversities.  A space where the Holy Spirit is free to work.  If we can do this, the future will emerge.  And it will be good.”   Amen.
CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION     (Joan)
O Great Love, we are humbled and emboldened 
to know that you trust us to be your body in this world.
We offer you our lives.  We give you thanks for your love.  [Pause.] 
We remember the night before Jesus died. 
Jesus, who was having dinner with his friends,
looked at what was in front of him, the bread and the cup,
and he blessed them.
So let us, too, invite God right now
into what is front and center in our lives
knowing that God will indeed enter what we offer – and bless it.  [Pause.]
Holy One, you transform us as you nourish us here. 
May we nourish others with your presence. 
Amen. 
OUR FATHER    (Stu)
Now let us pray in harmony with all Christians throughout the world in the words that Jesus gave us:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil
for the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen.
FINAL BLESSING    (Joan)
Let us now go forth in peace: 
in communion with each other 
to grow God’s Kingdom

and offer communion and kindness to a hungry world.  Amen.
All:  
May the Lord bless us and keep us.
May the Lord shine his light upon us.
May the Lord be gracious to us
and give us peace.      Amen.
Now Reggie will lead us in our closing hymn, 

CLOSING SONG:     (Reggie)

“Lord of All Hopefulness
Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,
Whose trust ever child-like, no cares can destroy,

Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,

Your bliss in our hearts, Lord at the break of the day.

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,

Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe,

Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,

Your strength in our hearts, Lord at the noon of the day.
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